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QUARTERLY JOURNAL 



STATISTICAL SOCIETY. 



JUNE, 1853. 



Fifteenth Anniversary Meeting of the Statistical Society. 
Session 1852-53. 

[Held at No. 12, St. James's Square, London, Monday, 21st March, 1853.] 

The Right Hon. Lord Overstone, President, in the Chair. 

The Secretary read the following Report of the Council on the 
progress of the Society during the past year: — 

Report of the Council. 

The Council of the Statistical Society have the satisfaction of render- 
ing to the Fellows a very favourable Report of the transactions of the 
past year. 

The Society has received a further accession to the number of its 
Members. The increase by new elections having been twenty in 
number, and the decrease by deaths and withdrawals fifteen, there is a 
balance in favour of the Society of five additional Members. 

The Council regret to state that among their losses by death are 
two of their most esteemed Members, G. R. Porter, Esq., F.R.S., 
Treasurer of the Society, and Joseph Fletcher, Esq., one of the 
Honorary Secretaries. 

The Council feel assured that the Fellows will unite with them in 
an expression of profound regret at the loss which the Society has 
thus sustained. 

Mr. Porter, it will be recollected, was Joint Secretary of the Board 
of Trade, and author of various works relating to statistics and political 
economy, of which the most extensive, the most useful, and the most 
widely known, is "The Progress of the Nation." Several valuable 
statistical essays from his pen, appeared in Lardner's Cyclopaedia, and 
in the Companion to the Almanac, between the years 1834 and 1845. 
His first work of importance was that on the Nature and Properties of 
the Sugar Cane ; his last literary effort, in a separate form, was the 
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translation of Bastiat's "Sophisraes Economiques." He also con- 
tributed to the transactions of this Society a series of most valuable 
essays, commencing with the year 1838, and ending with the year 
1852. The Progress and present extent of Savings' Banks in the 
United Kingdom ; the Influence of Education as shown by Criminal 
Returns ; the Agricultural Statistics of Ireland ; a Comparative State- 
ment of Prices and Wages during the years from 1842 to 1849 ; an 
Examination of the recent Statistics of the Cotton Trade of Great 
Britain; the Self-imposed Taxation of the Working Classes in the 
United Kingdom ; and the Accumulation of Capital by the different 
Classes of Society, are among the most recent of Mr. Porter s contri- 
butions. The extent and value of the statistical information which 
these essays contain, and their direct bearing upon some of the most 
important social questions of our times, have caused them to be as 
highly appreciated by the public at large as by the Society to which 
they were originally addressed. Other valuable papers, on the Syste- 
matic Collection of the Statistics of Agriculture ; on the Census of 
1841, and on the Ages of the English Population according to that 
Census ; and a paper on Railway Statistics make up the number of 
Mr. Porter's contributions on subjects of immediate interest to our 
own countrymen. His papera on Mining Industry in France, pub- 
lished in 1838, on the Mining Statistics of France, published in 1844, 
and that on the productive Industry of Paris, which was read before 
the Statistical Section of the British Association at Belfast, on the 
2nd of September, 1852 (the day before his death), and published in 
the Journal of this Society in December of last year, evince both 
the deep interest which he took in the material progress of our nearest 
continental neighbours, and the accurate and extensive knowledge 
which he possessed on that subject. 

The Council feel that this enumeration of Mr. Porter's contribu- 
tions to the Journal of the Society must constitute in the eyes of its 
Fellows the most welcome tribute they could offer to his memory. 

The Council have ordered these essays to be bound up in a separate 
volume, and to be placed on their shelves, partly as a permanent 
tribute to his memory, and partly for the convenience of those who may 
wish to peruse his valuable papers in a collected form. 

Mr. Fletcher, our late Honorary Secretary, was a Government 
Inspector of British Schools, but had previously filled more than one 
public office, with the greatest credit to himself and advantage to the 
public. His first official employment was as Secretary to the Commission 
of Inquiry relative to the Hand Loom Weavers. He subsequently 
filled the same office in connection with the Children's Employment 
Commission, and was the author of the interesting and instructive 
Reports on that subject. His appointment as Inspector of Schools 
took place in 1844 ; but that important post, though it entailed 
upon him the duty of furnishing that series of voluminous reports in 
which he displayed so much industry, ability, and sound judgment, 
joined to so deep and abiding an interest in the great work entrusted 
to his hands, was not permitted to impair his efficiency as an officer of 
this Society, nor did it prevent him from rendering valuable services to 
the British Association as Secretary to its Statistical Section. He 
•was also Editor of the Journal of this Society, to which his contribu- 
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tions on the Municipal Institutions of the Metropolis, and on Moral 
and Educational Statistics, fill two considerable volumes on the shelves 
of our library. 

The Council, in virtue of the powers conferred upon them by the 
14th regulation, proceeded to fill up the vacancies occasioned by the 
deaths of Mr. Porter and Mr. Fletcher by appointing Benjamin 
Phillips, Esq., F.R.S., Treasurer of the Society, in lieu of Mr. Porter, 
and F. G. P. Neison, Esq., as Honorary Secretary, in lieu of 
Mr. Fletcher. Dr. Guy, one of the Honorary Secretaries, has been 
appointed Editor of the Journal. The Council have also appointed 
Mr. Cheshire to fill the office of Assistant Secretary, vacant by the 
resignation of Mr. T. J. Brown. 

The Meetings of the Society during the past year have been 
exceedingly well attended ; and some of the subjects brought forward 
for discussion have excited an unusual degree of interest. Since the 
last anniversary of the Society eleven communications have been read 
and discussed ; they have been nearly equally divided between the 
important department of Vital Statistics, in which the Journal of the 
Society, from its commencement, has been extremely rich ; and sub - 
jects having a direct bearing upon the science of political economy 
and the inquiries which are most calculated to interest the statesman. 

The contributions belonging to the department of Vital Statistics 
consisted of an interesting paper by Mr. Neison, on the Rate of Mor- 
tality in the Medical Profession; of a valuable communication by 
Colonel Sykes, on the Mortality and Sickness of the Bombay Army, 
during the years 1848-9, followed by an elaborate essay on the Vital 
and Medical Statistics of Chittagong, by J. A. Bedford, Esq.;_ of a 
paper by Mr. Farr, on the Influence of Elevation on the Fatality of 
Cholera; of a Translation by A. S. O. Massey, Esq., of a Treatise on 
the Statistics of the Insane, Blind, Deaf and Dumb, and Lepers in 
Norway, from the pen of Professor Hoist, and of a paper by 
Dr. Hubertz on Mental Diseases in Denmark. The communications 
which have been mentioned as having a more direct bearing on the 
science of Political Economy, are a second paper by Dr. Guy, on the 
Effect of the Remission of Taxes on the Revenue in the Thirty Years, 
from 1822 to 1851 inclusive, and a paper by the same author, on the 
Relation of the Price of Wheat to the Revenue ; an Essay on the 
Valuation and Purchase of Land in Ireland, by John Locke, Esq., 
and the valuable paper by Mr. Farr, on the Income Tax, which has 
so recently engaged the attention of the Society. Mr. John Crawford's 
paper on the History and Consumption of Tobacco, and a paper on 
the Population of the Colony of British Guiana, as enumerated on the 
31st of March, 1851, being the substance of a Despatch from Governor 
Barkly, complete this enumeration of the transactions of the Society 
for the past year. The Society is indebted for this last communication 
to the courtesy of Earl Grey during his tenure of the office of Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. The Council have also the pleasure of stating, 
that the Statistical Section of the British Association, last autumn, was 
unusually well attended, and that many highly interesting papers 
were submitted to it, of which several either have appeared, or will 
appear, in the pages of the Journal of this Society. 

As the Journal now amounts to fifteen volumes, the Council have 
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authorised the Honorary Secretaries to take the necessary steps for 
preparing a general index ; in which useful work, they are happy to 
s6ate that some progress has been already made. 

The financial condition of the Society is very satisfactory. AH its 
sources of income for the past year exhibit an increase over the cor- 
responding items in the account of the previous year. The subscrip- 
tions have increased by 76/., compositions by 211., and the sales of the 
Journal by 20/. ; making a total increase for 1852, of 117/. over the 
receipts for 1851, and of 75/. over the average of the last five years. 
The total receipts for the year ending 31st of December, 1852, 
amounted to 808/. 2s. 2d., the total expenditure to 830/. 1 6s. There 
was, therefore, an excess of expenditure over income, of nearly 23/., 
which will be found to correspond with the difference between the 
balances in hand at the beginning of the year 1852 and 1853 respec- 
tively, in the annexed balance sheet, signed by the Auditors. The 
excess of expenditure over that of the previous year, is 171/., and over 
that of the average of the last five years, 93/. Of this sum of 171/., 
86/. has been applied to the discharge of liabilities, and 26/. in the 
purchase and repair of book-cases. Among the liabilities cleared off 
last year, there is one for printing the Journal amounting to 67/. 6*. id. 
After discharging this liability, there remained (as will be seen by a 
reference to the annexed balance sheet) a further liability to the 
Society's printer of 304/. Is. 6d. The Council are happy to state, that 
this debt has been subsequently cleared off, without encroaching upon 
the vested capital of the Society, and so as to leave a sufficient balance 
in hand to meet all current expenses ; and there is now a prospect not 
only of being able to pay the expenses of the Journal as they occur, 
but also of maintaining the Society in its present favourable position 
of not having a single liability of any kind. This favourable financial 
condition is attributable in part to the increase of income already 
referred to, and in part to an advantageous arrangement which the 
Council have entered into with the Institute of Actuaries, by which 
their income in future years will be increased upwards of 100/. per 
annum. This arrangement, which consists in granting to the In- 
stitute of Actuaries the use of the Society's rooms at certain defined 
times, when they are not required for the service of this Society, on 
condition that the Institute of Actuaries shall share certain expenses 
hitherto borne exclusively by the Statistical Society, is believed to be 
advantageous to both the contracting parties, and will enable the 
Council to make those additions to the library of the Society, which 
they have so long felt to be necessary. The Council are deeply 
impressed with the importance of improving this essential part of 
every well-conducted society, and have accordingly already given their 
best attention to this subject, and have voted a sum for the purposes 
of the library. They continue to receive considerable additions to 
their collection of books from scientific societies, at home and abroad, 
and from the heads of government departments, as well as at the hands 
of individuals. 

The Council, in conclusion, bog to offer to the Fellows of the 

Society their congratulations on its favourable condition and prospects. 

The President addressed the Meeting at considerable length on the 

subject of the Report, and in the course of his speech delivered a lucid 
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and able exposition of the objects of the Society, and of the principles 
and utility of statistical science. 

Sir John P. Boileau, Bart, moved, and Colonel Sykes seconded, 
the adoption of the Report ; and a ballot having taken place for the 
President, Council, and Officers for the year ensuing, the following was 
declared to be the list : — 

President. 
The Right Hon. Charles Earl Fitzwilliam, K.G., F.R.S. 

Treasurer. 
Benjamin Phillips, Esq., F.R.S. 

Honorary Secretaries. 
W. D. Oswald, Esq. | W. A. Guy, M.B. | F. G. P. Neison, Esq. 



Council. 



James Bird, M.D. 

Sir John P. Boileau, Bart, F.R.S. 

Lord Alfred Churchill 

John Towne Danson, Esq. 

Rev. E. Wyatt-Edgell 

William Farr, Esq. 

The Right Hon. Charles, Earl Fitzwilliam, 

K.G., F.R.S. 
J. W. Gilbart, Esq., F.R.S. 
The Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. 
W. A. Guy, M.B. 

James Heywood, Esq., M.P., F.R.S. 
Thomas Hodgkin, M.D. 
Sir Charles Lemon, Bart., M.P., F.R.S. 
W. G. Lumley, Esq. 
The Right Hon. Holt Mackenzie, F.G.S. 
John Melville, Esq. 



Francis G. P. Neison, Esq. 

William Newmarch, Esq. 

W. D. Oswald, Esq. 

The Right Hon. Lord Overstone 

The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of 

Oxford, F.R.S., V.P.A.S. 
Benjamin Phillips, Esq., F.R.S. 
Thomas Henry Sutton Sotheron, Esq., 

M.P. 
Sir G. Staunton, Bart., M.P., F.R.S. 
Lieut-Colonel W. H. Sykes, F.R.S. 
Sir J. Emerson Tennent 
Thomas Tooke, Esq., F.R.S. 
John Ingram Trayers, Esq. 
Lord Harry George Vane 
John Walter. Esq., M.P. 
The Right Hon. Lord Wodehonse 



The names printed in Italics are those of new Members of Council. 

The Right Hon. Holt Mackenzie then moved, and Sir George 
Staunton, Bart., seconded, a vote of thanks to the Chairman for his 
assiduous and valuable services to the Society during the two years of 
his tenure of office; and the same having been carried unanimously the 
Meeting adjourned. 
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